
#ThisIsTech
A Rebranding of Vocational Education



The History of Career & Technical Education

Troubleshooting

Building a New Road

#ThisIsTech



The History of Career & Technical Education (CTE)
The University of Virginia Model 1819

“The University of Virginia, as 
conceived by Thomas Jefferson, 
combined an attention to the 
popular and practical new 
subjects with an intellectual 
orientation of university 
dimensions”  Thelin (1990)



The History of Career & Technical Education 
The Smith Hughes Act of 1917
“The early vocational education was 
driven by a philosophy of fitting people 
to their probable destinies, Kids from 
poor families were tracked off 
into becoming the worker bees. 
Others were tracked off to go to 
universities and be the 
intelligentsia.” 
- Jim Stone, National Research Center for Career & 
Technical Education



The History of Career & Technical Education 
The Vocational Education Act of 1963 and 
the world of work in the 70’s and 80’s & 
More Tracking

“There were lots of jobs — good union jobs 
— for people with just a high school 
education. Back in the early 
1970s, only 26 percent of 
middle-class workers had 
any kind of education 
beyond high school.”  - Emily 
Hanford, American Radioworks, 2014

http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/tomorrows-college/dropouts/value-of-college-degree.html
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/tomorrows-college/dropouts/value-of-college-degree.html


The History of Career & Technical Education
Late 1980’s and 1990’s

“Vocational programs had become a 
kind of dumping ground for kids who 
weren’t succeeding….
That included a lot of students with 
behavior problems, and a lot of 
students with learning disabilities. 
- Jim Stone, National Research Center for Career 
& Technical Education



The History of Career & Technical Education 

No Child Left Behind in 2001
“NCLB was ‘squeezing 
career and technical 
education’ out of the 
curriculum” - Tom 
Applegate, ACTE 
President, 2004



“If you want to be successful, just don’t 
get a job where you work with your 
hands.” 

South Tech Student on what adults say students must do to achieve success
American Graduate Focus Group, 2019

The History of Career & Technical Education 





Troubleshooting

Pathways to Prosperity - 2011



Troubleshooting

The Growing Skills Gap

Success in the NEW Economy



Building a New Road



#ThisWasTech
SHHHH! We are a best 

kept secret!

GET YOUR HANDS 

ON A REAL 

EDUCATION!



Building a New Road
We were suffering from an awareness 
challenge…..but we had exactly what 
parents & students wanted….

Real world skills 
Explore career options
“Hands-on” learning
Dynamic classroom-based instruction 
Relevant field experiences
-Advanced CTE, The Value & Promise of Technical 
Education, 2018



👍NOW:  CTE is for any student who wants to take a 
course in something that interests them.  PERIOD.

👍NOW:  CTE is for any student who wants real world 
skills.

👍NOW:  CTE is for any student who wants to get a jump 
start on a college major or career while in high school.

👍NOW:  CTE is for any student who enjoys experiential 
learning.

👍NOW:  Skilled trades are in demand careers requiring 
post-secondary education through apprenticeship or 
college. 

👎THEN: CTE is for students who couldn’t perform well 
academically in their home high school.

👎THEN: CTE is for students who are bored/disengaged 
in their home high school.

👎THEN: CTE is for students who aren’t/can’t/shouldn’t 
be going to college.

👎THEN: CTE is for students who need to “work with 
their hands”.
👍NOW:  CTE is for any student who enjoys experiential 
learning.

👎THEN:  Skilled trades are for those who can’t do other 
jobs.

👎  vs 👍



#ThisIsTech



Feedback
● Focus Groups

○ Current Students
○ Prospective Students

● Surveys
○ Students
○ Families

● Analytics
○ Web Traffic/
○ Application Data & Trends







Building partners builds the brand





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OC446qGKEuJ4ApHRMiZiTzlJGlktIr9E/preview

